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CONFIDENTIAL KINSHASA 11018 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, AO, CG, ASEC 

SUBJECT: KIDNAPPING OF GULF-CAB INDA EMPLOYEES 
REF: KINSHASA 10878 

1 . SUMMARY: PORTUGUESE AMBASSADOR HAS RECEIVED LETTERS FROM 
THREE PORTUGUESE EMPLOYEES OF GULF-CABINDA CONFIRMING THEIR DETEN- 
TION BY CMLC IN CABINDA AND ASKING FOR HIS HELP. HE HAS ALSO 
RECEIVED CMLC PROPOSAL FOR MEETING "IN NEUTRAL TERRITORY" OF 

REPS OF CMLC, PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT AND GULF-CABINDA. CMLC 
HAS INDICATED IT MAY TRY TO BRING USG INTO MATTER VIA THIS EMBASSY. 
GUIDANCE REQUESTED. END SUMMARY. 

2. PORTUGUESE AMBASSADOR MARTIN WAS CONTACTED LAST NIGHT, NOVEM- 
BER 17, BY PORTUGUESE RESIDENT KINSHASA WHO IS IN TOUCH WITH CMLC 
REPRESENTATIVES HERE. ON THEIR BEHALF PORTUGUESE RESIDENT DELIVERED 
TO MARTIN: (A) LETTERS DATED NOVEMBER 10 TO MARTIN ALLEGEDLY 
HANDWRITTEN BY THREE CAPTIVE PORTUGUESE GULF EMPLOYEES, CONFIRMING 
THEIR DETENTION IN CABINDA AND ASKING FOR ASSISTANCE IN FORM OF 
CLOTHING, SOAP, ETC.; (B) PHOTOCOPIES OF SIMILAR LETTERS ADDRESSED 
FROM CAPTIVE PORTUGUESE EMPLOYEES ADDRESSED TO CABINDA-GULF; 

(C) PHOTOCOPIES OF SIMILAR LETTERS ADDRESSED TO CAPE VERDE AUTHORI 
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TIES FROM THREE CAPE VERDEAN GULF EMPLOYEES WHO REPORTEDLY WERE 
CAPTURED AT THE SAME TIME; (D) PHOTOCOPIES OF CABINDA-GULF 
IDENTITY CARDS OF THE THREE CAPTURED PORTUGUESE; (E) TYPED STATE- 
MENT DATED NOVEMBER 8 AND SIGNED BY CMLC CHIEF TUBI CONFIRMING 
"ACCIDENTAL CAPTURE" OF GULF EMPLOYEES DURING MILITARY OPERATION 
AND PROPOSING MEETING "WITHIN SEVEN DAYS OF RECEIPT OF THIS 
COMMUNICATION" AND IN "NEUTRAL TERRITORY" BETWEEN REPRESENTATIVES 
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OF CMLC, PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT AND GULF-CAB INDA. STATEMENT DOES 
NOT STIPULATE PURPOSE OF MEETING NOR IS THERE ANY MENTION OF RANSOM. 

3. AMBASSADOR MARTIN HAS SENT DETAILED REPORT TO LISBON WITH 
REQUEST FOR INSTRUCTIONS. HE SAID THAT PORTUGUESE INTERMEDIARY 
WHO DELIVERED DOCUMENTS HAD THE IMPRESSION FROM HIS CMLC CONTACTS 
THAT THEY WERE CONTEMPLATING CONTACTING THIS EMBASSY, POSSIBLY 
WITH VIEW TO HAVING US DELIVER LETTERS TO GULF-CABINDA OR 
OTHERWISE BRINGING PRESSURE ON GULF TO RESPOND TO TUBI'S APPEAL. 
INTERMEDIARY CLAIMED HE FORMERLY LIVED IN CABINDA AND NOW WORKS 
IN UNSPECIFIED CAPACITY FOR GOZ DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE (THUS LEADING 
MARTIN TO SURMISE THAT GOZ MAY AT LEAST BE AWARE OF CMLC'S 
ACTIVITIES). 

4. GULF-ZAIRE REP KING TOLD US THAT CMLC REPS TRIED TO CALL ON 
HIM NOVEMBER 18, TELLING RECEPTIONIST IT CONCERNED WELFARE OF 
DETAINED GULF-CABINDA EMPLOYEES. KING DECLINED TO RECEIVE THEM, 
CONVEYING WORD TO THEM THAT ANY SUCH MATTERS SHOULD BE ADDRESSED 
TO GULF REPS EITHER IN CABINDA, LONDON OR HOUSTON. 

5. COMMENT AND ACTION REQUESTED: I CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT, 

UNLESS ANDUNTIL GULF ASKS FOR OUR ASSISTANCE, WE SHOULD CONTINUE 
TO TRY TO KEEP BALL IN PORTUGUESE/GULF-CAB INDA COURT AND AVOID 
HAVING USG DRAWN INTO CMLC'S MACHINATIONS. I AM THEREFORE INSTRUCT- 
ING MISSION PERSONNEL TO DECLINE TO RECEIVE CMLC REPS IF THEY 
SHOULD APPROACH US. WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S CONFIRMATION 
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OF THIS POSTURE AND ANY FURTHER GUIDANCE TO COVER CONTINGENCIES. 
CUTLER 
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